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FOCUS OF THE ISSUE
How can we screen trauma? This question might lead the percep-
tion of documentary films about atrocities in the 20th and 21st 
centuries, like S21 The Khmer Rouge Killing Machine (Rithy Panh, 
CAMB/FR 2003) about Cambodia, The Look of Silence (Joshua 
Oppenheimer, ID/DK 2014) about Indonesia or Das radikal Böse 
(Stefan Ruzowitzky, AT 2013) about Nazi-Europe. A concern that 
may emerge as we watch films on atrocities is whether these ar-
tistic representations perhaps guide the public away from what 
“really happened”. There certainly is a huge gap between, on the 
one hand, the immediate experience of the event that lies behind 
the interpretative screening and, on the other hand, watching the 
director’s material while neither being a part nor ever having been 
part of the event. Yet often filmic representations are not intended 
to show what happened; instead they present case studies to be 
explored in the present. Often the films contain an inherent critique 
of genocidal violence and present humanistic perspectives on obedience. Mostly, these films underline the humanity of 
the victims, seeking to give names, faces and biographies so that they are much more than just numbers. What appears 
on the screen therefore challenges the audience with a moral question: what would you do? 

OPEN SECTION
In the open section, Verena Eberhardt (University of Munich) discusses the representation of culture and religion in 
children´s literature. Her article states the importance of literature in the mediation of knowledge, self-concepts, interper-
sonal perceptions and normative paradigms.
Book, music and film reviews as well as two calls for papers for upcoming issues of JRFM complete the volume. 

ISSUE EDITORS
Freek L. Bakker studied theology and Indology at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam. In 2003 he was appointed Assistant 
Professor of Religious Studies and Interreligious Dialogue at Utrecht University. He has written books and articles analys-
ing Hinduism, religion and film and interreligious dialogue.

Lucien van Liere is Associate Professor at Utrecht University, where he teaches religious studies in the Faculty of Humani-
ties. His academic work explores the relationship between religion, representation and violence. He has published on sub-
jects ranging from the Ambon civil war to the place of Islam in secular politics and the future of religious studies.

The issue can be downloaded at http://www.jrfm.eu and http://unipub.uni-graz.at/jrfm/
or can be ordered in print from www.schueren-verlag.de

Follow and like us on

JRFM 4/1, 2018
Trauma, Memory and Religion  
Representing Memories  
of Killing in Film
Freek L. Bakker / Lucien van Liere (eds.)
125 p. - ISSN 2414-0201


